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Prepare for your career in government service with PUBLIC LAW AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION!

With the increasingly significant role of contracting out in public administration, this book is a must

read for anyone who plans to enter the field of government service or public administration. Based

on the premise that there is a complex, ongoing interaction between law and administration in the

United States, this readable political science text proposes that administrative law problems are not

only legal but also administrative and political.
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Profesor Cooper is Professor of Public Administration in the Mark O. Hatfield School of Government

at Portland State University. He is a fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration. He

received his Ph.D. from the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs of Syracuse University

and has held faculty positions at Georgia State University, the Nelson Rockefeller College of Public

Affairs and Policy of the State University of New York at Albany, the University of Kansas, University

of Vermont and Vermont Law School with faculty appointments in Public Administration, Political

Science, Public Policy, and Law. He was the first recipient of the Charles Levine Award given by the

American Society for Public Administration and the National Association of Schools of Public Affairs

and Administration for excellence in public affairs scholarship, teaching, and service. He is the

author of numerous books and articles on public administration, administrative law, constitutional

law, law and public policy, environmental policy, health care policy, and sustainable development



administration. Recent books include: GOVERNING BY CONTRACT: CHALLENGES AND

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC MANAGERS, BY ORDER OF THE PRESIDENT: THE USE AND

ABUSE OF PRESIDENTIAL DIRECT ACTION, CASES IN PUBLIC LAW AND PUBLIC

ADMINISTRATION, and, with Claudia Maria Vargas, IMPLEMENTING SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT: FROM GLOBAL POLICY TO LOCAL ACTION.

I was assigned this text for my Law and Public Policy graduate level class. It seems to have become

a staple textbook over the years in many classes, and has gone through 4 editions now. I found the

text to be an extremely dry read. But considering it is about the law and court cases what did you

expect? The author does have a sense of humor, but it is buried in some rather legalistic prose, or

the footnotes. Speaking of footnotes, they are very detailed and should not be skipped. My research

paper for this class got its start from one of the footnotes.Reading this textbook is not easy, but it is

ultimately rewarding. It is a good introduction for the layperson who is not a lawyer, but does know

something of the legal system. If the student does not know anything about the law, then this

textbook will be too advanced for them to read.

This is a great book. I think it is better slated for a first year law student, more so than the

components it offers for a student taking courses for administration. The book is a tough but

thorough read. The book is also a little pricey, but most books of this caliber come with a price tag to

match. Overall, worth every penny.

This was the most boring, overly wordy and pedantic textbook I've ever had to read in graduate

school. I gave up trying to read it a few weeks into the semester and relied on class notes.

This text was used in conjunction to cases on Public Law and Admin. I did like using these texts

together. As a former law student I liked how these were written and paired together.

This is a good book. But, when the whole first chapter is missing. What good is it for class?

Despicable!!!!!

The Public Law and Public Administration book was delievered fast and it was in great condition. I

was pleased with the transaction.
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